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Dear Amazon
HQ2 Team,

W

E’RE POLITE COMMUNITIES, AND WE

to the exclusion of the other. The Twin Saults is

don’t like to brag. But in this case, we’re

the answer to that dilemma. With willing partners

going to put our modesty aside and cut

in Michigan and Ontario, the Twin Saults are the

right to the chase. The “Twin Saults” (Sault Ste.

international location that satisfies all levels of

Marie, Ontario and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan) are

government and encourages international coop-

the ideal location to host Amazon’s HQ2.

eration.

You may be asking, “How can two small cities

Having a presence on both sides of our interna-

compete for the second headquarters of a global

tional border can further access the two federal

corporation?” It is a valid question, but one that

governments, two municipal governments, and

our bid package answers in spades. The Twin

our respective provincial and state governments.

Saults Amazon Bid Committee considers our pro-

Simply put, our cross-border location would

posal to be bold. We believe it is as bold as Mr.

provide Amazon with a vast amount of support,

Bezos’ vision to start an online retailer when

financial and otherwise.

e-commerce was in its infancy.

We boast a quality of life that’s second to none. As

A million-person metropolitan area? We don’t

you will see throughout our proposal, we have four

have it. With a joint population of approximately

well-defined seasons with all the benefits that flow

90,000 people, we believe that the positives of our

from that, including an abundance of summer and

size far outweigh any negatives. What Amazon

winter activities. In just a few minutes, you can

gets in the Twin Saults is a lifestyle that no other

drive from the city core and be hiking in the heart

city competing for HQ2 can match. It is a lifestyle

of the wilderness or on mountains overlooking the

that we believe will contribute to the healthiest,

Great Lakes, experiencing one of the area’s many

happiest and most productive workforce Amazon

beaches and trails, or enjoying the region’s largest

could ask for.

ski and snowboard resort. Our natural beauty and

What other bidder for HQ2 can boast being within

standard of living can’t be beat.

20 minutes of a fantastic mountain for winter ac-

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario is the Alternative Energy

tivities like skiing and snowboarding, or mere feet

Capital of North America. You will see that, as our

away from a river that would allow their employ-

economy has diversified, there has been a trend

ees to enjoy recreational boating, canoeing and

toward green energy and sustainability. On both

kayaking right at their doorsteps. Combine this

sides of the border, you will find hydro-electric

with an average 11 minute commute, incredibly

generating stations. On the Canadian side, there

affordable housing, and as we’ve said, you will see

are solar farms, wind farms, and a power storage

that the size of the Twin Saults is the best part of

facility. In fact, we generate roughly three times

our bid.

more power than we consume. This provides

Additionally, with cities across North America competing to be the site for HQ2, choosing a
Chicago, Denver or Toronto presents Amazon
with an all-or-nothing presence in one country,

us reliable and sustainable energy, with fewer
blackouts than elsewhere in North America and
plenty of additional capacity to suit Amazon’s
needs.
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Given our location at the heart of the Great Lakes

As we’ve set out, we believe the Twin Saults have

and the centre of North America, our area has been

more to offer than any of our competitors in the

a gathering place for hundreds of years. In fact,

bid for Amazon’s second headquarters. That said,

Sault Ste. Marie is one of the oldest settlements

we are looking to be part of the Amazon family. If

in North America. In the late 1800s, a vision-

Amazon thinks our community is better suited for

ary, Francis H. Clergue, saw the potential of our

a distribution centre, a data centre, or some other

community that at the time was a quiet former

part of the business-chain, we would be happy to

fur-trading post. Clergue established a number of

discuss any opportunities.

businesses here, including Algoma Steel, which
helped make the Twin Saults an economic hub
for the region. Today, the word “Algoma” is associated with steel production around the world.
The vision held by Mr. Clergue, to turn a former

We welcome the opportunity to discuss all options
with you and would embrace Amazon with open
arms should you wish to visit our naturally gifted
communities.

fur-trading post into a major industrial player,

On behalf of the Cities of Sault Ste. Marie Ontario

is the type of transformation Amazon could once

and Michigan, I invite you to keep reading to see

again bring to Sault Ste. Marie.

what the Twin Saults have to offer, and then visit

As Amazon considers the Twin Saults bid, we ask

www.amazonnorth.ca to learn more.

that you look to us not only as a great place to establish a second headquarters, but as a great place
for Amazon to foster the type of workforce and
lifestyle that our international communities offer.

Matthew M. Shoemaker
Amazon Bid Committee Chair		
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Sault Ste. Marie—two
nations, one city.

T

HE COMMUNITIES OF SAULT STE. MARIE,

science-based research. This is the place to enjoy

Ontario and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan (the

a “big” lifestyle with a small footprint. The na-

“Twin Saults”) not only share the same

ture that surrounds us inspires our commitment

name, but an uncongested international border,
the busiest lock system in the world, and an unbeatable location at the heart of the Great Lakes.

to living well and growing well.
From its rich history and quality-of-life benefits,
to its growing economy and competitive advan-

Far more than border cities, we are an interna-

tages for businesses, the Twin Saults are a great

tional trailhead for commerce and recreation.

place to live, learn, work and play.

Whether you travel by water, rail, land or air, this
is the prime route to North America’s heartland.
For business, it’s a leading hub for transportation,
specialized industry and digital innovators. For
recreation, this is an ideal gateway to one-of-akind tourism, waterways and wilderness adventure. For international professionals, students
and newcomers, we are a welcoming harbour for
settlement opportunities.
For centuries, enterprising builders and entrepreneurs have forged world-renowned solutions here
– from paper and steel to transport and power
generation. Today, that same “maker” ingenuity
is powering new segments of the global economy:

We offer numerous cost benefits over business
operations in larger cities. These include quality
talent and expertise at an affordable rate, low operating costs and a low cost for land and real estate. In 2016, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario ranked 10th
globally out of 111 cities in KPMG’s Competitive
Alternatives study which examined competitive
business cost structure.
The Twin Saults share an affordable lifestyle and
business costs. Independent fibre optic connections in both countries service our cities, as well
as the only direct fibre optic connection between
Canada and the U.S. on the upper Great Lakes.

renewable energy, gaming, geomatics, aerospace,

The area offers an excellent quality of life for pro-

ecosystem

and

fessionals and their families, including quick ac-

more. It’s also incubating start-ups, revitalizing

cess to nature, recreation (35 kilometres of cycling

craft industries and has a rich indigenous culture.

trails), lakes and waterways, affordable housing

That’s why the resourceful and independently

and true four-season living.

management,

agri-innovation

minded find themselves at home here.

With two universities and two colleges in the im-

Sault Ste. Marie boasts an extraordinary quality of

mediate area, and an additional five universities

life. A family-friendly community, work/life bal-

and colleges within driving distance, Amazon

ance that cannot be beat, affordable housing, cen-

would have access to more than 35,000 post-sec-

tres of learning and culture, urban amenities, and

ondary students on both sides of the border.

our renowned four-season recreation assets are
natural complements to the nearly 600 megawatts
(MW) of clean renewable energy produced in the
region (solar, wind, hydro-electric generation).
We are leaders in environmental stewardship and

Also unbeatable is our strategic location. Bordering Lake Superior, Lake Huron and Lake Michigan,
our area is a perfect location for getting goods to
market. Similarly, rail line from Sault Ste. Ma-

2. Executive summary

rie, Ontario connects with the Trans-Continental
Railroad on the Canadian side, and crosses the
St. Mary’s River and connects to anywhere in the
continental United States. Our international border
also offers unmatched access to the Trans-Canada
Highway and the U.S. Interstate system.
We are a multi-modal transportation hub, with
access to the TransCanada Highway, Canadian
Pacific and Canadian National Rail, Port of Algoma seaway shipping and a regional airport with
multiple daily flights to Toronto, Ontario. A short
bridge crossing away, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
adds a direct connection to Wisconsin Central Rail,
Interstate-75 (all the way to Florida) and Chippewa County airport with multiple direct daily
flights to Detroit.
With plenty of room to grow on both sides of the
border, the Twin Saults are not only an ideal location for Amazon HQ2, but would also make a perfect location for a distribution centre to efficiently
reach both the U.S. and Canadian markets.

“Amazon
North”
has a nice ring to it.
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3. Welcome Home

Amazon North:

Welcome home.
What makes Sault Ste. Marie
perfect for HQ2?

Site
The ideal community—the preferred location.

Skills
Competitive costs and qualified talent.

Service
We are here to help Amazon.

Support
Incentives to establish and grow.
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WHY

Sault Ste. Marie?
Sault Ste. Marie provides
businesses with an opportunity to
achieve a competitive advantage
while providing a natural
balance of family, environment,
growth, and innovation.

Business
Support
We offer extensive business
support and startup resources.
You can count on multiple
organizations working together to
offer the best service and solutions
to your business. Sault Ste. Marie is also
home to a Regional Innovation Centre &
incubator, business accelerator and Millworks
Centre for Entrepreneurship.

LOCATED AT THE HEART OF

THE GREAT LAKES
RANKED

globally for competitiveness
among 111 cities in KPMG’s 2016
Competitive Alternatives study.

We offer numerous cost benefits over business
operations in larger cities. We offer quality
talent and expertise at an affordable
rate, low business operating costs and
a low cost for land and real estate.
We also have access to financial
incentives & programs for new
and existing clients.

Business & Industry
We are home to advanced manufacturing and
industry such as Essar Steel Algoma, Tenaris
Algoma Tubes, Arauco North America and
McDougal Energy. R&D thrives at our federal and
provincial forestry and invasive species research
centres; world-class lottery & digital gaming expertise
happens in Sault Ste. Marie at the headquarters of
the Ontario Lottery & Gaming Corporation.

A GROWING

SMALL BUSINESS

COMMUNITY

OF OVER
BUSINESSES

Multiple agencies
offer resources,
networking, training
and development
opportunities, helping
to create a supportive
business environment.
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Border Town

Private Sector

Public Sector

Sault Ste. Marie is located at the heart of the
Great Lakes, sharing a border with Michigan,
and providing access via air, rail, highway
and sea. This advantage ensures rapid and
economical transportation of people, raw
materials and information to markets globally,
including access to

Essar Steel Algoma

Sault Area Hospital

Tenaris Algoma Tubes

Algoma District School Board

Agero Contact Centre

Sault College of Applied
Arts & Science

Our location also means
convenient access to nature,
recreational opportunities
and cottage life.

Arauco North America

Ontario Lottery & Gaming
Corporation

McDougall Energy
Sutherland Group
Algoma Energy Solutions

Huron-Superior Catholic
District School Board

JD Aero

Algoma University

Heliene

Natural Resources Canada –
Canadian Forest Service

SIS Group

Group Health Centre
Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources

Talent
Sault Ste. Marie is home to
a highly skilled and technical
workforce, with access to almost
2,000 GRADUATES ANNUALLY from
Algoma University, Sault College and Lake
Superior State University (Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan). We can work with our partners
to develop customized training and
learning to support your industry or
sector needs.

Quality of Life
Sault Ste. Marie is a safe and modern
medium-sized city (75,000) with
amenities of larger centres, and is just
minutes from nature. We offer affordable
housing, 10 minute commutes, quick access to
the USA and a true four-season destination.

Enjoy hundreds of kilometres of
snowmobile trails, hiking & biking
trails, as well as downhill skiing, fishing
and hunting — all within a short drive.
Experience Lake Superior, Lake Huron, and
hundreds of other lakes in the area!

Contact:
Invest Sault Ste. Marie
99 Foster Drive, Level 1
Sault Ste. Marie, ON, Canada P6A 5X6

info@investsaultstemarie.com

1-866-558-5144

www.investsaultstemarie.com
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Two nations—
one city.

B

Timmins

Thunder Bay

Y

CO-LOCATING

new

headquarters

466 mi

ITS

500 km

in

310 mi

Sault Ste. Marie, On-

250 km
155 mi

tario and Michigan, Amazon

Sudbury

will have the best of both
worlds,

including

North Bay

potential

Ottawa

government incentives from
Ontario and Michigan, and

750 km

Minneapolis

high quality of life and access

Toronto

to nature in safe, low-cost in-

London

ternational communities. Ama-

Niagara Falls

zon will gain access to the finest
talent from Canada and the United

Detroit

States, including graduates from both
countries. Amazon can also attract the

Cleveland
Chicago

best foreign talent based on Canada’s open
immigration policies and two-week turnaround
time on worker visas.
Our geographic location means we have little risk
of natural disasters. In fact, Popular Science Magazine recently published an article examining the
effects of climate change on the United States. The
article concluded that by the year 2100, Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan would be the safest, least impacted city in the U.S., seeing only minor temperature
increases compared to dramatic surges in natural
disasters, wildfires and rising sea levels around
the United States.

Location

Sault Ste. Marie is...

• 290 KM (180 miles) northwest of Sudbury, ON
• 560 KM (350 miles) northwest of Detroit, MI
• 650 KM (400 miles) northeast of Milwaukee, WI
• 680 KM (420 miles) northwest of Toronto, ON
• 760 KM (470 miles) northeast of Chicago, IL
• 800 KM (500 miles) southwest of Ottawa, ON
• 870 KM (540 miles) northeast of Indianapolis, IN
• 1,380 KM (855 miles) northwest of Washington, DC

Competitiveness
Sault Ste. Marie offers numerous cost benefits
over business operations in larger cities. We offer

Located on the border of the United States/Canada

quality talent and expertise at an affordable rate,

and at the heart of the Great Lakes, Sault Ste. Ma-

low business operating costs and a low cost for

rie is within 800 kilometres (500 miles) of over 60

land and real estate. We also have access to finan-

million consumers.

cial incentives and programs for new and existing clients. In the 2016 KPMG report that ranked
Sault Ste. Marie 10th globally out of 111 cities for
competitive business cost structure, Sault Ste.
Marie fared very well when compared to Toronto,
Detroit, and Vancouver in relevant sectors such

4. Why Sault Ste. Marie?
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Services sector results (KPMG Competitive Alternatives 2016)
Industry and operation

Canada

Sault Ste. Marie. Marie* Mexico

US

Overall Results

85.4

85 (10)

77.5

100

Digital services

74

72.6 (4)

65.6

100

69.4

66.7 (3)

64

100

77.9

77.6 (9)

67

100

73.9

68.8 (8)

47.2

100

72.4

66.6 (6)

56.9

100

75.1

70.5 (8)

39.4

100

Digital entertainment
Video game production
Software design
Software development

Corporate services
Professional services
International financial services
Support services
Shared services center

Business costs are compared for 4 industy-specific business operations. Overall results are based on the average of business costs. Business costs are expressed
as an index, with the US being assigned a baseline index of 100.0. An index below 100 indicates lower costs than the US. An index over 100 indicates higher
costs than the US.
* Sault Ste. Marie overall cost index and (global rank) among all 111 cities in study.

as video game production, software development,

the Ontario Lottery & Gaming Corporation (pictured

and corporate services, where Sault Ste. Marie

below left). A growing small business community

ranked 3rd, 9th and 8th respectively.

of over 2,200 firms, as well as multiple agencies

Canada ranks 1st in tax competitiveness for digital services, research and development, corporate
services and manufacturing sectors. Ontario’s
total business tax costs are 52.6% lower than the
major U.S. city average (2016 KPMG Focus on Tax).

Business and Industry
We are home to advanced manufacturing and
industry such as Algoma Steel, Tenaris Algoma

offering networking, training and development
opportunities, helps to create a supportive business environment.

Research
Sault Ste. Marie is home to three government
research facilities, amassing a concentration of
forestry, invasive species and climate change research and expertise.

Tubes, Arauco North America and McDougall En-

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources op-

ergy. R & D thrives

erates its Ontario Forestry Research Institute in

at federal and pro-

Sault Ste. Marie, which houses 50 specialized staff

vincial forestry and

with expertise in a variety of forestry disciplines,

invasive

species

such as ecology, silviculture, soils and hydrology,

research

centres.

World-class

lottery

and digital gaming
expertise

cultivates

in Sault Ste. Marie at
the headquarters of

biochemistry, pathology, and climate change.
Natural Resources Canada operates another cutting-edge research institute, the Great Lakes
Forestry Centre, which focuses on forest pests,
climate change and forest fire studies, and forest
ecosystem research.

4. Why Sault Ste. Marie?
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The Invasive Species Centre is a hub for coordina-

worldwide. Weekly winter vacation flights serving

tion and knowledge sharing between stakeholders

the Sault Ste. Marie Airport are serviced by Sun-

to prevent, detect, respond to, and control invasive

wing Vacations. The seasonal airlines operate on

species that threaten Canada’s natural ecosystems.

a weekly basis to and from Sault Ste. Marie from

The centre is a collaboration between the Province

mid-December to mid-March.

of Ontario, Natural Resources Canada, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, Canadian Forest Services and
Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

Transportation
Sault Ste. Marie is located on the Trans-Canada Highway. In addition, the community has a
non-disruptive and efficient border point to the
United States, along with direct access to U.S.

The Sault Ste. Marie Airport is located within city
limits. It is the only airport in northeastern Ontario that contains a NAV Canada air traffic control
tower. A total of 66,806 itinerant flights (flights
from one airport to another) were recorded at
the Sault Ste. Marie Airport in 2015; a significant
amount of air traffic for a medium-sized Canadian
city.

Interstate-75 (a four-lane highway) that extends

Sault Ste. Marie also has a unique option for busi-

from Michigan to Florida and links to the U.S. In-

ness travellers with service from Sault Ste. Marie,

terstate highway system.

Michigan’s Chippewa Airport. Delta Airlines offers

Air

convenient flights to all major markets via their

Sault Ste. Marie and area is serviced by two regional airports, one in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

Detroit terminal offering a low-cost alternative
for travel to the United States and points beyond.

and the other a mere 15 minutes south of Sault

Deep Sea Port

Ste. Marie, Michigan. A city-operated airport is

The Port of Algoma is located in Sault Ste. Marie,

also available for private planes, right in the heart

Ontario on the Canada-U.S. border. The port is

of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.

strategically located on the St. Mary’s River at the

Air carriers serving the Sault Ontario Airport in-

tip of Lake Superior, an integral part of the Great
Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway System. This location
is a pivotal point of connection between Lake Superior, Lake Huron and Lake Michigan and situated in the centre of the North America, making it
a globally competitive location. This region links
major markets with rural and remote communities providing economic opportunities, resource
development and service hubs.
The harbour complex currently handles approximately 500 vessels a year and over five million
tonnes of shipments — such as finished-steel

clude Air Canada Jazz, Porter Airlines, and Bearskin Airlines. These airlines operate daily services
to and from Sault Ste. Marie.
With one stop, passengers can fly to and from
the Sault Ste. Marie Airport to major destinations

products, iron ore pellets, coal, limestone, coke
and other materials — making it the fourth largest port on the Canadian Great Lakes by volume.

Rail
With access to both the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Railway, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

4. Why Sault Ste. Marie?
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is connected to rail from coast-to-coast across

The Sault Ste. Marie area can meet the informa-

Canada. We also enjoy a direct link to Wisconsin

tion and communication technology needs of any

Central Rail across the international train bridge

company, as the region is served by three inde-

to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and into the conti-

pendent broadband carriers each offering OC192

nental United States (through Chicago).

network lines with 10Gbps and GbE capacity.

Soo Locks

Path diversity is achieved (in Sault Ste. Marie, On-

For over 160 years, the mighty Soo Locks have

tario) by Bell Canada, which has two “west-east”

provided safe passage and a vital shipping con-

paths (Bell + Ontera) plus a “northern loop” to

nection within the Great Lakes. Nearly 7,000 ves-

Sudbury, Ontario; and by Shaw Communications,

sels pass through the locks annually, hauling 86

which has two paths in/out of the city via a “west-

million tons of cargo, making it the busiest lock

east” path to Sudbury (using Eastlink) and a “U.S.

system in the world.

path” via the International Bridge into Michigan
where it connects to the regional network owned
by Peninsula Fiber Network, LLC (PFN) and its
partner routes to Chicago, Minneapolis and Grand
Rapids.
Our local communications infrastructure currently
services the needs of major companies, the
education sector including Sault College and
Algoma University, and research institutions such
as the Great Lakes Forestry Centre, Ontario Forest
Research Institute and Ontario Invasive Species
Centre.
The Twin Saults are serviced by all major cellular

The Sault Ste. Marie area is a true multi-modal

companies on both sides of the border, including

hub, delivering all forms of efficient transporta-

Bell Canada, Rogers, TELUS

tion to the companies and citizens that call this

in Ontario, along with AT&T, Sprint, Verizon and

area home.

more in Michigan.

Connectivity

Energy

A critical resource for any technology company is

Sault Ste. Marie provides an attractive location

the availability of abundant broadband resources.

when considering the electricity resources in the

Sault Ste. Marie offers an advanced communica-

region. The area is unusual as it is one of the few

tion infrastructure to suit the needs of any project.

areas in North America that has created a gen-

The unique geographic location of the community

eration system made up primarily of renewable

located directly on the U.S. border provides the

energy assets. The Algoma region exports up to

ability for redundant access to major American

150 MW of power south (to Southern Ontario) and

telecommunication backbones. The city is the

in peak seasons the city consumes less than a

home of the only fibre optic connection to the U.S.

quarter of the total power generated in the region.

located on the upper Great Lakes via the Sault Ste.
Marie International Bridge. This is a unique advantage to locating a facility in Sault Ste. Marie.

and Virgin Mobile

The new Amazon headquarters could benefit from
utilizing this clean and reliable renewable green

4. Why Sault Ste. Marie?
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energy supply. Current green energy production

has been developed and is being actively imple-

in the area includes the following:

mented with local stakeholders seeking to support
new projects.

Renewable Energy
Production

Capacity

Solar

60 MW

Wind

189 MW

tions. A business located in Sault Ste. Marie could

Hydro

203 MW + 30 MW (Sault,
MI)

connect directly to a line that is fed from Brook-

Co-generation

70 MW

through Hydro One Transmission or be serviced

Sault Ste. Marie is also home to Heliene, a com-

Sault Ste. Marie also provides a stable and safe
source of electricity for mission-critical opera-

field Renewable Power’s generation facilities
by our local Public Utility Commission (PUC).

pany operating an advanced solar panel manufac-

Brookfield Power — Unique arrangements can

turing facility that is capable of producing up to 30

be made with Brookfield Renewable Power to pro-

megawatts of solar panels annually.

vide a direct feed to a site. In addition, a company

In July 2017, ‘Convergent Energy + Power LP’
initiated a local energy storage project. Working
in conjunction with the Sault Ste. Marie Public

could contract out for power purchase or potentially purchase/own a transformer station which
would eliminate the monthly transformation cost.

Utility Commission, Convergent completed a 7MW

PUC Distribution — PUC Distribution is the local

battery storage facility, connected directly into the

utility provider for the City of Sault Ste. Marie.

local grid. The energy storage can be utilized for

Customers of PUC Distribution pay 0.5 cents per

grid balancing, demand reduction and congestion

kWh less than the rest of the province for the gov-

relief.

ernment imposed “Debt Retirement Charge” listed

For a city the size of Sault Ste. Marie a truly impressive amount of renewable energy is being

below. The Debt Retirement Charge is currently set
at 0.2 ¢/kWh for PUC Distribution customers while
the rest of the Province pays 0.7 ¢/kWh. The Ontario Energy Board approved this reduced rate for
our customers in recognition of the corresponding
historical percentage of power purchased by Great
Lakes Power from the former Ontario Hydro to
supplement its energy production.

generated in the region and community leaders
have identified this sector as a priority for development. A community “Smart Energy Strategy”

4. Why Sault Ste. Marie?

Amazon’s New Home —
Proposed Site

A

SITE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED IN SAULT
Ste. Marie, Ontario that meets Amazon’s
phase one requirements to build a 500,000

square foot building. This property (Appendix A) at
891 Second Line East is located centrally on the
by-pass for the Trans-Canada Highway 17.
It is a large parcel that is over 100 acres and is on
a major arterial route with quick access to Great
Northern Road, a major business district with big
box shopping, restaurants, accommodations and

Page 13

Both an Official Plan amendment and rezoning
will be required. The time required between filing
a rezoning application to the expiry of the appeal
period takes three months.
Although municipal services are available on Second Line East, a detailed site servicing study will be
necessary to identify any required improvements.
This property is divided into two distinct parts by
the escarpment. There may be potential to expand
the lower section by adding Infrastructure Ontario
property at 567 Black Road as well as numerous
smaller properties with frontage on Black Road.

more. The property also allows for easy access to

Three other potential sites have been identified/

travel north and south. Located directly across the

assessed in Sault Ste. Marie that meets the size

street from the property is a sports complex made

requirements of Amazon. Said sites would require

up of multiple soccer and baseball fields, and a dog

more servicing and upgrades but could be explored

walking park. A brand-new high school was also

at Amazon’s request. Sault Ste. Marie’s preferred

recently built across the street from the proper-

site is set out above.

ty. This property is owned by Sault College and
currently zoned Institutional. The property sale
would be subject to approval by the Sault College
Board of Governors and uses would need to match

Additionally,

several

smaller

properties

acres) exist in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan that
could be utilized for other functions.

the vision of the College. Having Amazon on this
site would complement program development at
the College.

(~40



See Appendix A for a detailed site map.
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Talent, Skills and
Workforce

T

Sault Ste. Marie recently ranked 4th out of 111
cities for competitiveness in the digital services
industries in the 2016 KPMG Competitive Alternatives Study. Local digital companies enjoy lower

HE TWIN SAULTS HAVE A HIGHLY SKILLED

labor costs, overall operating costs, and affordable

workforce and access to thousands of new

leasing/rental costs for office space.

graduates from local post-secondary insti-

tutions, and tens of thousands more within a 3-4
hour drive.

Heliene, a solar panel manufacturer is based in
Sault Ste. Marie and exports panels throughout
North America and Europe. Significant experience

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario is the headquarters of the

exists in the installation, operation and servicing

Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation (OLG) –

of hydro, solar and wind projects as well.

a $7 billion Crown corporation, with annual net
profits exceeding $2 billion, and one of the largest gaming organizations in North America. For
over 25 years expertise on operating and growing
Ontario’s lottery business has been developing
in Sault Ste. Marie and a cluster of businesses
servicing this sector naturally continues to develop. Companies like Canadian Bank Note, Pollard
Banknote and Brooks Marketing are based in Sault

In short, Sault Ste. Marie’s existing labor market
includes skilled IT and technical, trades, business,
science and research and development talent.
We are home to major industrial companies and
organizations with years of corporate executive
and operations experience. Our burgeoning IT and
digital economy is growing and attracting new
graduates and skilled programmers.

Ste. Marie or have a presence here supporting

To meet Amazon’s needs, Sault Ste. Marie must

lottery game development, operations and pro-

attract business and IT-related talent from out-

motion.

side the community, but we feel strongly that this

Sault Ste. Marie has been harnessing renewable
energy for well over 100 years, since its first
hydro-electric project on the St. Mary’s River.
Today, we are a hotbed for experimental energy
and clean tech projects, including gasification of
waste, reverse polymerization of tires, smart grid
technology, and battery energy storage.
Our digital economy sector is comprised of software development, web development, business
process outsourcing, digital marketing, app development, game development and cloud-based
software

companies.

Some

examples

include

business process software company Workiva, online media company Village Media, Insightworks
(online training and onboarding), Microsoft Dynamics technical support firm – Createch365,
Veracity, Canada Bank Note, SSI System Solutions,
Lucidia, Miramar, Cavera and much more.

would be possible considering the career opportunities available at Amazon HQ2 combined with our
quality of life and lower cost of living.

5. Talent, Skills, and Workforce
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Wage/Salary Information
Below are average wages for positions Amazon is
seeking to fill in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

Executive/Management Roles
NOC

Title

Median Hourly Wage

Estimated Annual Income

0013

Senior Mgmt - Financial, communications, and other business services

$47.37

$98,529.60

0211

Middle Mgmt - Engineering managers

$49.12

$102,169.60

0213

Middle Mgmt - Computer and information systems managers

$46.35

$96,408.00

0124

Middle Mgmt - Advertising, marketing, and public relations
managers

$38.26

$79,580.80

0125

Middle Mgmt - Other business service managers

$38.07

$79,185.60

Engineering/Software Development Engineers
NOC

Title

Median Hourly Wage

Estimated Annual Income

2171

Information systems analysts and consultants

$38.54

$80,163.20

2172

Database analysts and data administrators

$34.03

$70,782.40

2173

Software engineers and designers

$40.10

$83,408.00

2174

Computer programmers and interactive media developers

$36.12

$75,129.60

Legal/Accounting
NOC

Title

Median Hourly Wage

Estimated Annual Income

4112

Lawyers

$44.14

$91,811.20

4211

Paralegal and related occupations

$25.80

$53,664.00

1111

Financial auditors and accountants

$34.45

$71,656.00

Median Hourly Wage

Estimated Annual Income

Administrative
NOC

Title

1411

General office support workers

$20.10

$41,808.00

1414

Receptionists

$16.73

$34,798.40

1431

Accounting and related clerks

$20.83

$43,326.40

1432

Payroll administrators

$24.25

$50,440.00

All figures in Canadian dollars.

5. Talent, Skills, and Workforce
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Education

deliver on current and emerging requirements

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario is home to two out-

for education and skills. One of the benefits of a

standing post-secondary institutions (Algoma

smaller community is that institutional leaders

University and Sault College) with annual en-

are very open to working with industry to adjust

rolment of over 5,500 students. The community

curriculum to ensure they are meeting the needs

boasts a higher-than-average participation rate

of local employers.

in post-secondary education. Within a three hour

Sault College of Applied Arts &
Technology

drive is Laurentian University and Cambrian College in Sudbury, Ontario with an additional combined enrolment of nearly 11,000 students.
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan is home to Lake Superi-

Sault College is the #1 rated college in Ontario as
ranked by students and the largest deliverer of
apprenticeship training in Northern Ontario.

or State University (2,500
students)

with

programs

in

computer

Sault

degree

engineering,

been

custom

one-off

es

employers.

for

coursThe

college has worked with

engineering and robotics.

OLG to understand its re-

Within a 3-5 hour drive is

quirements for upgrading

Northern Michigan Uni-

programming

versity, Michigan Techno-

different

logical University and Bay

skills

software

on
lan-

guages such as ‘Python’. A

College with an additional
enrolment

has

very proactive in creating

business,

mechanical and electrical

combined

College

customized program and

of

delivery schedule result-

nearly 17,000 students.

ed in participants being

Over the past three years, there have been ap-

certified on the software by their provincial gov-

proximately 250 computer science, 560 business,

erning organization in a timely and cost efficient

and 100 engineering graduates locally. Extending

way – all within Sault Ste. Marie. Sault College has

regionally, there were an additional 400 comput-

done similar programs with Algoma Steel to up-

er science, 2,800 business and 3,160 engineering

grade employee essential skills and Tenaris Algo-

graduates.

ma Tubes – for management skills upgrades, and

Current local enrolment in these degree programs
include approximately 260 computer science, 630
business and 215 engineering. Regional institutions add another 780 computer science, 2,200
business and 5,350 engineering students.
In all, there are over 35,500 post-secondary students available within close proximity on the Canadian and American sides of the border.

recently partnered with Createch365 (Microsoft
partnership) to integrate Microsoft Dynamics 365
training into curriculum to support the growth of
Createch365’s client technical support and consulting.

Algoma University
Algoma University (1,400 students) offers Bachelor’s degrees in more than 30 academic programs,
including Computer Sciences (with sub specialties

Our local post-secondary institutions have a

in Computer Games Technology), Information

well-established history of partnering together,

Technology (IT), Finance, HR & Business Systems

and with other organizations to understand and

Management.

5. Talent, Skills, and Workforce
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All programs offer undergraduate research op-

design solution with the ability to produce batches

portunities and hands-on learning. The co-op

of completed circuit boards.

program offers students the opportunity to gain
experience across a wide variety of local employers and for employers to scout future talent. International students are a significant component
of Algoma U’s enrolment.

There is a high level of cooperation/integration
among the three local institutions – you can start
your degree at Sault College and finish at Algoma
or LSSU; or start it at Lake Superior on the US side
and finish on the Canadian side – all at attractive

Algoma University has consistently met growth

tuition rates.

targets designed to increase enrolment to approx-

K-12 Education Programs

imately 2,000 students by the year 2023. The University’s affordable tuition and capacity to take on
additional students offers Amazon the ability to
work with the University to tailor their programs
to the jobs that Amazon will need to fill.

Can Code Initiative – In September of 2017 the
Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Blue Sky
Net to support initiatives providing educational
opportunities for coding and digital skills devel-

Lake Superior State University

opment to Northern Ontario youth from kinder-

Located in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, Lake Supe-

garten to grade 12 (K-12).

rior State University (LSSU) is a public university
with an enrolment of about 2,500 students. With
over 90 degree programs, LSSU offers students a
wide variety of career paths including business
administration, nursing, robotics, engineering
and natural sciences.

The project aims to equip youth with the skills
and study incentives they need to be prepared for
the jobs of today and the future. Canada’s success
in the digital economy depends on leveraging our
diverse talent and providing opportunity for all to
participate—investing in digital skills development will help to achieve this.

Product Development Center – LSSU’s Product
Development Center a not-for-profit activity of
the LSSU College of Engineering, Technology and
Economic Development that provides fee based
engineering services to businesses, entrepreneurs
and inventors. Service areas include: mechanical,
electrical, computer manufacturing and robotic/
automation, testing and statistical analysis, and
technical writing and documentation.
Electronic Products Innovation Center – Experience and equipment combine as a unique resource in the Electronic Products Innovation Center (EPIC) at LSSU. From function concept through
circuit schematic design, artwork generation,
automated Surface Mount Technology assembly of
components and programming of embedded microprocessors, EPIC provides a complete prototype

Coding Bootcamp – This project provides youth
in the Algoma region (17-29) with ICT skill sets
with the possibility of certifications to increase
their employability with local IT firms or to create
their own Information Technology (IT) companies. The project will be delivered as an intensive
IT Bootcamp sourced from established curriculum
to provide students with certifications in employer identified skills to create a more employable
workforce within the Algoma region.
Unlike other high-cost private sector Coding Bootcamps, this program will be delivered through the
Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre and community partners, and is much more affordable and
accessible to students in the area.

6. Quality of Life
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Quality of Life

T

HE SAULT STE. MARIE AREA OFFERS AN
excellent quality of life for professionals
and their families. The community is sit-

uated in the heart of some of the most beautiful
and clean environments in both countries. This
provides opportunities for world class recreational
activities that span four seasons.
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario has a proactive popula-

tion that is committed to its arts and culture scene.
Further, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has invested
heavily in improving the quality of place for residents including the construction of a downtown
boardwalk, establishment of the 23 km (14 mile)
Hub Trail and creation of new bike paths for residents. Sault Ste. Marie recently won the Canadian
Urban Institute’s Excellence in Project Development: Neighborhood Scale for the Sault Ste. Marie
Waterfront Revitalization project.

cost in larger cities. The average cost in 2016 was
just $808 per month compared to $1,341 in Toronto and $1,204 in Ottawa.
Real estate is an even greater bargain. In 2017,
the average cost (CAD) of a single family home in
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario was $175,000, compared
to $1,030,000 in Vancouver, $746,000 in Toronto
and $391,000 in Ottawa.
Living in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan is very affordable. The cost-of-living index for Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan is just 81.90 compared to the U.S.
average of 100.

Healthcare
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario is home to the new
$400-million

Sault

Area

Hospital.

Featuring

an inviting, patient-centered environment, the
state-of-the-art facility offers access to leading
edge medical technology, and more than 250 beds.

The community is among the safest places to live

The Group Health Centre, is a leading, progressive,

in Canada with low crime rates, excellent social

multi-specialty, ambulatory care health organi-

support infrastructure.

Sault Ste. Marie offers

zation and one of Canada’s first consumer-spon-

one of the best affordable communities in North

sored health care facilities built with private funds

America for Amazon’s new team.

donated by local union members. The quality of

We offer affordable housing, and cottage living
within a short commute. The Twin Saults afford-

health care in Sault Ste. Marie is among the best
in Canada.

able cost-of-living allows for a big lifestyle com-

The Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan War Memorial

pared to other centres.

Hospital has served the community for more than

The rental cost for a two bedroom apartment in
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario is much less than the

100 years. This 82-bed acute care hospital, with
51-bed long-term care unit, brand-new Emer-

6. Quality of Life
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gency Department and 30,000 square foot reha-

region located along Lake Superior’s eastern shore

bilitation center delivers quality healthcare for the

is home to world class Nordic trails. Here skiers,

community and beyond.

snowshoers, and hikers alike enjoy the tremen-

In short, with access to arts and culture, four-season

recreational

opportunities

and

beautiful

landscapes, commutes of 10 minutes or less and
excellent healthcare, Sault Ste. Marie provides a

dous variety of terrain and skillfully designed
trails. Stokely is known for its friendly atmosphere, fine food, and guests who come from all
over the world. www.stokelycreek.com

wonderful lifestyle for any company to attract and

Hiawatha Highlands – Offering over 45 km

retain employees.

of cross-country ski trails and 14 km of double

Arts & Culture

track snowshoeing. Enjoy the soothing sounds of
the whispering pines and the magnificent views

The arts scene, supported by the Arts Council

of ice falls in our winter wonderland. Trail sys-

of Sault Ste. Marie & Area, boasts an impressive

tems cater to both the beginner and advanced

array of artistic opportunities for people of all

skier and welcomes all types of Nordic skiing.

tastes. These include the Art Gallery of Algoma,

www.hiawathahighlands.com

a 10,000 square-foot facility on the waterfront;
Algoma Conservatory of Music; Sault Symphony
Orchestra consisting of international talent from
both sides of the border; Sault Theatre Workshop
presenting quality theatre for over 65 years; and
the LSSU Arts Centre.

Recreation
The recreation of the region is unparalleled with

Soo Greyhounds – Sault Ste. Marie has a competitive Ontario Hockey League (OHL) team, the Soo
Greyhounds. The “Hounds”, as they are known
locally, are housed in the recently constructed
Essar Centre, a state of the art venue and includes
an impressive list of alumni such as Wayne Gretzky, Ron Francis, Joe Thornton and many more.
www.soogreyhounds.com

opportunities for every outdoor pursuit one can

Lake Superior State Lakers – Cheer on the

imagine. World class mountain biking, hiking,

Lakers in NCAA Division 1 college hockey at LS-

fishing, downhill skiing, cross country skiing,

SU’s Taffy Abel Arena. The Lakers took home

boating, hunting, snowmobiling – the area is a

the NCAA Championship in 1988, 1992 and 1994.

treasure trove for those who enjoy the outdoors.

www.lssulakers.com/sports/m-hockey

Below is a highlight of only a handful of recreational activities available in the Twin Saults region.
Searchmont Resort (Photo right) – An 18-run
ski resort located 45 minutes north of from Sault
Ste. Marie. One of the largest ski resorts in Ontario, the resort is a premiere-ranked, regional
training and recreation facility with high quality
mountain terrain, amenities, events and entertainment. www.searchmont.com

Bon Soo Winter Carnival – Bon Soo was created to bring excitement and activity during the

Stokely Creek – Located in the Algoma High-

winter months. Since 1964 Bon Soo has welcomed

lands, Stokely Creek Lodge is your point of depar-

Community Groups and individuals of all ages to

ture for cross country adventures. This dramatic

be part of an impressive winter carnival with fun

6. Quality of Life

activities for every age group and a week-long extravaganza of activities. There truly is something
for everyone! www.bonsoo.on.ca
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Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre – The
Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre (CBHC) was
formed in 1987 by a small group of volunteers
wishing to preserve Ontario’s rich bushplane and

RotaryFest – An annual summer festival that

firefighting heritage.

includes music, parades, food, and entertainment

including a new entrance, theatre, gift shop and

for all ages, is located in downtown Sault Ste. Ma-

support facilities have been conducted in order to

rie and is organized by the local Rotary Interna-

make your visit to the centre more comfortable

tional Club. www.rotaryfest.com

and enjoyable. Today the CBHC is a growing or-

John Rowswell Hub Trail – The Hub Trail is a
23 km multi-use non-motorized trail system that
provides an urban ring throughout the city for

Recent major renovations,

ganization, with many volunteers involved in the
recovery, restoration, preservation and display of
our own piece of history. www.bushplane.com

biking, walking, roller-blading and more and of-

Bellevue Park – This beautiful park set on the

fers increased recreational opportunities for resi-

shore of the St. Marys River offers something for

dents and visitors to Sault Ste. Marie. The portion

everyone. Stroll through the botanical gardens and

of the trail that crosses Fort Creek conservation

greenhouses, take in a concert at the amphitheater

area offers impressive views across span bridges

or just take a relaxing walk through the beautiful-

purposely built for the Hub Trail.

ly serene setting.

Agawa Canyon Tour Train – Welcome aboard one

Soo Locks – From a brand-new observation

of the most popular train tours in North America.

platform situated at the Lock’s edge enjoy an up-

This one-day wilderness excursion will transport

close-and-personal glimpse of life aboard fresh-

you 114 miles north of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,

water and ocean-going freighters. A few steps

over towering trestles, alongside pristine northern

from the water’s edge is a serene park of shady

lakes and rivers and through the awesome granite

grass, defined walkways, manicured gardens and

rock formations and vast mixed forests of the Ca-

a democracy of trees representing those found

nadian Shield. www.agawacanyontourtrain.com

throughout the Upper Peninsula. Whether walking

Soo Finnish Nordic Ski Club – The club has a
long history of community service with respect to

the park or relaxing on a bench, visitors enjoy a
peaceful day in Soo Locks Park.

cross-country skiing in Sault Ste. Marie. As the

Soo Locks Boat Tours – This top 5 Michigan

club’s name suggests, its roots stem directly from

Attraction that has been offering exciting tours

the many Finnish immigrants who settled in the

through the famous Soo Locks since 1934. See

Sault Ste. Marie area in the mid-1900s. The club has

all four U.S. Locks, St. Mary’s Rapids, giant hy-

hosted many major competitions including Canada

dro-electric plants and Historic Canadian Lock.

Cup, World Junior selection races, North American

www.soolocks.com

Cup, Provincial Championships Ontario Cup races
and interdivisional races. Highlights have included
the Canadian Senior Championships in 1970 and
1978 and the Canadian Masters Championships in
1983 and 1987. www.soofinnishnordic.com
Mill Market – A weekly market that hosts everything from locally-sourced food to handmade trinkets in a vibrant atmosphere. www.millsquare.ca

Tahquamenon Falls – Witness the beauty of
Tahquamenon Falls, the second biggest waterfall
east of the Mississippi River, Niagara being the
first. Also, at the park, there is a restaurant, gift
shop, and craft brewery pub in one building. Miles
of hiking trails and beauty.

7. Our Service Commitment

Our Service
Commitment

T

HE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF SAULT
Ste. Marie will work with both senior levels of government on behalf of Amazon to

ensure success with this expansion and new in-

vestment. Sault Ste. Marie offers affordable real
estate, low taxes and no development charges
which results in a lower cost of doing business.
Sault Ste. Marie offers a wealth of competitive
advantages designed to attract and retain new
business. In addition to Government incentives
in areas such as technology, innovation, training,
site acquisition, infrastructure and manufacturing,
new business ventures may also enjoy financial
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nationally recognized, award-winning community geomatics centre.
Sault Ste. Marie Economic Development Corporation (Michigan) – The EDC assists existing and
prospective business to launch and grow in Sault
Ste. Marie, Michigan. The EDC also administers
the Sault Ste. Marie SmartZone, offering business
assistance, prototype development and much
more.
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan is one of only seven U.S.
Foreign Trade Zones (FTZ) in Michigan. FTZ’s offer
mechanisms for deferring, reducing, or altogether
eliminating U.S. Customs duties on imported raw
materials, commodities, parts and components.
The Sault Ste. Marie EDC can help businesses explore how an FTZ can help their business.

incentives, a low cost of doing business, efficient

The Community Partners (Economic Develop-

transportation, utility and other logistics. Updat-

ment Corporation, Innovation Centre, Community

ed zoning bylaws also improve local development

Development Corporation and the Chamber of

and allow appropriate zoning to accommodate

Commerce) have the expertise in accessing the

new businesses – just another way we’re helping

many government funding programs available to

to diversify the local economy.

qualifying businesses for establishing, relocating

Business Support

or expanding operations.

Sault Ste. Marie Economic Development Corpora-

Our goal is to work with entrepreneurs and

tion (SSMEDC) – An independent not-for-profit

multi-national businesses to access the appro-

agency and the lead organization in the commu-

priate funding programs and support, which may

nity with respect to economic development. SS-

include:

MEDC supports existing businesses and attracts
external businesses to create jobs and increase the
municipal tax base. It does this by promoting the
city’s strategic advantages to businesses around
the world. Small and youth business support is
another focus, which would include helping local
firms access funding programs for expansion or
start up.

• Invest Ontario – Incentive Programs ($10
million for new Foreign Direct Investment)

• FedNor – Industry Canada ($36 million)
• Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation
(NOHFC) ($100 million)

• Ministry of Economic Development,
Employment and Infrastructure

Functions as a catalyst for economic development

• Ministry of Research & Innovation (MRI)
• National Research Council (NRC-IRAP)
• Human Resources Services Development

and diversification in the information technology

Corporation (HRSDC) and Service Canada

Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre (SSMIC) –

and knowledge-based sectors. Beyond supporting
the growth and development of local science and
technology companies, SSMIC operates an inter-

The City can also help businesses access a variety
of unique community funding programs such as

7. Our Service Commitment / 8. Provincial Incentives

the Economic Development Fund (EDF), Community Improvement Programs and economic incentives for identified employment zones. Amazon
would benefit greatly from a variety of tools and
incentives that are available in Sault Ste. Marie
and Northern Ontario.
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Provincial
Incentives

O

ONTARIO WILL OFFER FINANCIAL INcentives to support all of our commitments to Amazon with a focus on existing

programs available. The province will work with

municipalities to consider property tax incentives.
Based on Amazon’s eligibility, they can be considered for the following incentive programs:
Existing Programs

Description

Funding

Investing in Ontario

Jobs and Prosperity Fund
(JPF)

The JPF program supports major investments in Ontario, prioritizing projects that
drive innovation, productivity and export
development across the Ontario economy.
Eligible costs can include R&D, capital costs
and training.

Northern Ontario Heritage
Fund (NOHFC)

These regional funds support projects that
create and retain jobs, encourage the introduction of new technologies, and pursue
global growth. The Funds provide grants
and loans to businesses and not-for-profit
organizations.

Strategic Innovation Fund

The Strategic Innovation Fund allocates
repayable and non-repayable contributions
to firms of all sizes across all of Canada’s
industrial and technology sectors to spur
innovation.

• Grant or Loan (or combination)
• Funding amount is discretionary and calculated based on the scale of investment
commitments and eligible costs.

• Funding is available in either the form of
a grant or loan.

• Funding is available in either the form of
a grant or loan (or combination).

• Funding amount is discretionary and calculated based on the scale of investment
commitments.

Innovate for less in Ontario
Ontario Research and Development Tax Credit (ORDTC)

Scientific Research and
Experimental Development
Program (SR&ED)

Tax incentive program that encourages
Canadian companies to conduct research
and development in Canada that will lead to
innovative products or processes.
Canada’s SR&ED program is among the
most generous tax incentives for R&D in
the industrialized world.
Encourages Canadian companies to conduct
research and development in Canada that
will lead to innovative products or processes.

• Qualifying corporations can claim a 3.5%
non-refundable tax credit.

• A Canadian-controlled private corporation
can earn a refundable ITC at the rate of
35% on SR&ED expenditures, up to a
maximum threshold of $2.4 million.

• Other corporations can earn a non-refundable ITC of 15%.

• Tax credit percentages vary based on
company size and revenue.

8. Provincial Incentives

Existing Programs

Page 23

Description

Funding

Building your workforce

• Direct financial support to employers
Canada-Ontario Job Grant

who wish to purchase training for their
employees

• Available to small and large businesses

with a plan to deliver short-term training
to employees

Co-operative Education Tax
Credit

• Financial assistance for companies to hire

Ontario university and college students
enrolled in a post-secondary co-operative
education program.

• Covers two-thirds of the direct training
costs, up to $8,130per trainee

• Employers must contribute at least onethird of eligible costs

• Covers 25% to 30%, refundable up to
$2,439

Potential support
Increased Talent Development Capacity

• Significant increase in number/size of computer science programs
• Significant expansion of co-op placements
• Adjacent location/co-location with Amazon campus
• Could provide assistance to Amazon with access to co-ops/new graduates
Increased Talent Attraction

• Global Skills Strategy: fast-track processing for companies hiring highly-skilled temporary foreign workers
• Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program and federal economic immigration programs are permanent immigration pathways for technology workers and entrepreneurs

T

HERE ARE SO MANY REASONS TO CHOOSE ONTARIO AND MICHIGAN FOR THE
Amazon HQ2 project. For more information be sure to check out Why Ontario?
(Appendix C) and The Purest of Michigan – Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (Appendix D).

Amazon:

Al Horsman,
Chief Administrative Officer
Corporation of the City of
Sault Ste. Marie
99 Foster Drive,
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
Canada P6A 5X6
705-759-5347
cao.horsman@cityssm.on.ca

Learn more at

www.saultstemarie.ca

www.saultcity.com

